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One of Europe's leading automotive
mould makers, the Ranger Group
supplies a complete range of SMCs
(Sheet Moulding Compounds),
TREs, thermoplastic injection, ther-
moforming, RIMs (Reaction Injec-
tion Mouldings) and RTM car ± and
truck mouldings for the automotive
industry's Prime Manufacturers.
Customers include PSA, Renault,
Ferrari, Alfa Romeo, Maserati, Lan-
cia, Porsche, Audi, VW, Iveco, Iris-
bus, BMW and Aston Martin.

Ranger France, formerly a mould-
ing unit of Matra Automobile, is
based in Theillay (near Vierzon).
The company is a pioneer of IMC
(In-Mould Coating) procedures in
Europe, where paint is injected into
the mould during the production
cycle of the plastic (SMC) part.

Ranger France and coatings spe-
cialist Becker Industrie have collab-
orated on many projects in recent
years. One of the more spectacular
was the application of IMC high-
pressure technology, notably for Re-
nault, used to manufacture the roof
and roof extension for Renault's ªEs-
paceº and numerous ªAvantimeº
components.

Moulding the future
of automotive design
Lightweight,
durable,
corrosion-free
and mouldable
to any shape, the
numerous benefits
of plastic for bodywork
and components have not
been lost on the automotive
industry.

`Booted' into first place!
Another notable IMC application ±
actually, a world first ± was the pro-
duction of the boot lid and roof re-
taining rings for the M!gane Coup!
Cabriolet. The technology simpli-
fied paint selection for this part, ena-
bling application of an opaque or
metallic base and lacquer directly
onto Beckers' black BeckryMould
1000 IMC conductor. The advantage
of this range is the limited number
of coats required (no sealer is nec-
essary).  This both cuts labour and
energy costs and enhances the qual-
ity of the final finish.

Becker Industrie's high-pressure
IMC technology has also been used
in the manufacture of other Ranger
mouldings, such as the rear glass
roof casing for the prestigious Alfa
Romeo Brera and the boot of the
Ferrari F599 GTB.

The successful application of this
IMC technology, which provides an
economical and ecologically viable
solution to coating SMCs, is the di-
rect result of close collaboration be-
tween Ranger France and Becker
Industrie.

A leading provider of painting so-

lutions for composite materials,
Becker Industrie offers a complete
range of products for these special
applications. These include thick
solvent-based priming lacquers (in
liquid form for moist surfaces), wa-
ter-based priming lacquers, UV re-
active-cured primers and lacquers,
specially adapted for SMCs/BMCs,
as well as a complete range of prim-
ers and IMC finishes.

Becker Industrie's Metal and
Plastic Coatings Division has con-
sistently demonstrated its capacity
to develop innovative and environ-
ment-friendly technology for many
of the automotive industry's most
prestigious manufacturers, such as
Scania, Daimler Chrysler (Car &
Truck Division), Renault, Volvo,
VW, Audi, BMW, Ferrari, Alfa
Romeo, MAN and Porsche. The cre-
ative partnership between Ranger
and Becker Industrie will provide
the automotive industry's foremost
manufacturers with superior solu-
tions ± and superior finishes ± for
years to come"


